COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF CHULA VISTA
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WORSHIP SERVICE
9:30 A.M.
April 6, 2025
Communion Sunday

No matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey,
you are welcome here!



Welcome! Mabuhay! Bienvenidos!
We welcome you in the name of the still speaking God!

We invite all guests to please PRINT their name and contact info
on the “Information Card” in the pew rack and place the card
in the offering plate. Anyone with a prayer request,
please put it on the “Information Card”
and place it in the offering plate.

If you need assistance, please ask our Greeters.

Church Staff and Contact List
(619) 422-9263
www.chulavistachurch.com
Email: churchsecretary(@chulavistachurch.com
Rev. Victoria Freiheit- Senior Minister
Lionel Jasmin- Minister of Music
Kim Appleget- Pre-school Director
Erika Dennis- Prayer Chain Coordinator
Sylvia Campbell- Event Coordinator
Corinne McCall- Financial Secretary
Pelito Capistrano- Custodian
Louise Lopez- Office Secretary
Audio Visual Team- Kevin Hewitt, Ko Tangen, Jerry May
Rod Nickels- Associate Custodian
Jerry May- Moderator
Belen Hebreo- Vice Moderator
Chris Dunn- Coffee Hour

Reuben Barrera- Head Usher
Loren Sanchez -Nursery Attendant
Eygiel Balinski -Nursery Attendant

Greeters: Jim Nunnally & Sylvia Campbell



http://www.chulavistachurch.com/

Community Congregational Church of Chula Vista

United Church of Christ
April 6, 2025, Communion Sunday

Thought Before Worship: “People don't care how much you know, until they
know how much you care.” President Theodore Roosevelt

Prelude: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia
Lighting of the Candles:

Gathering Music: 1. All in all
2. Above all
3. Lord, I lift your name on high

Welcome and Opening Prayer: Rev.Victoria Freiheit

Motto: “No Matter who you are or where you are on life’s journey...
you are welcome here!”

Liturgist: Rev. Sandra Nunnally
*Opening Hymn: Blessed Assurance Red p. 67 All verses

Call to Worship: Worship: (from 2 Peter 1:5-8) Rev. Sandra Nunnally

One: You must make every effort to support your faith with goodness, knowledge, self-
control, endurance, godliness and mutual affection.

All: If these things are ours and are increasing among us, they assist us in being
effective and fruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

Hymn: God Will Take Care of You Red. p. 56 all verses

Prayer of Invocation: (Unison) Rev. Sandra Nunnally
God of goodness and faithfulness, we come to worship you, trusting in your nature,

your forgiveness, and your love for us, just as we are. Help us to become more than
we are, that our living and our serving will be effective and fruitful and give glory to
our Lord Jesus. Amen.




* Please stand if you are able
Choir Anthem: Man of Sorrows by Lloyd Larson

Children's Story: Rev. Victoria

Scripture: Isaiah 43:1-2 & 18-21 Rev. Sandra Nunnally

Sermon: A New Thing Rev. Victoria
Prayers of the People, Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer Rev. Victoria

COMMUNION

God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God most High.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, our loving creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we
thank you for your constant love for all you have made.

We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith in every generation who
have given themselves to your will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent from your own being as our Savior.

We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of
your church for its mission in the world. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we
offer ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire family of your faithful
people everywhere:

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O
God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in
the highest!

CONFESSION

Life-giving God, we acknowledge that conflict and chaos in our families, our church
and our society is often destructive, the result of selfishness ad sin. Help us to take
every opportunity to work with You in the bringing of the new creation, and of
giving you joy by our trust and obedience. Forgive us we pray. Amen.

WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words and acts of
Jesus Christ. On the night before he was betrayed, Jesus broke bread and gave it to his
disciples, saying, “This is my body given for you, Do this in remembrance of me.” And,



after supper, he took the cup, and after giving thanks he said, “This is my blood of the
new covenant, given for many, for the forgiveness of sins. Do this as often as you do 1it,
in remembrance of me. For as often as you do it, you show forth Christ's love in newness
of life.

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

Come Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread, and this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our
eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may recognize the
risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. The gifts of God
for the people of God. All things are ready. Communion will be served to everyone.

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP
Take the top off and eat the wafer and then uncover the bottom and drink the grape juice.

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

We give thanks Almighty God that you have refreshed us at your table by granting
us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Call to Offering: (Unison) Rev. Sandra Nunnally
O God, because we desire to be in partnership with You in the making of all things
new, we give this offering so that hope may spring up for the downcast and
despairing, the destitute and the defeated. Amen.

Offertory: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia

*Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow,
Praise God, all creatures here below,
Praise God for all that love has done,
Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.

*Prayer of Dedication:(Unison) Rev. Sandra Nunnally
We give you thanks, O God, for using our gifts in creating rivers in the desert, rivers
of justice from which the oppressed may drink and be renewed. So, bless these
tokens of our gratitude. In Christ, we pray. Amen.

Announcements: Rev. Victoria

*Closing Hymn: At the Cross NCHp. 199v. 1,2 & 4

*Benediction: Rev. Victoria



Form a circle Let There Be Peace on Earth
Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.
Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Maker, All one Family.
Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.
Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With every step | take, let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment and live each moment.
With peace eternally, let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

Postlude: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia

Announcements
WE WELCOME YOU to the Community Congregational Church, United Church of Christ.
To our visitors we extend a special greeting. We are delighted that you have joined us today.
Please sign the information card and let us know if you need prayers.

SCHEDULE FOR TODAY
April 61" Communion Sunday
9:30 AM  Worship Service
10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship
TUESDAY April 8
5:00 PM  American Youth - Bradley Hall
7:00 PM  AA Top of the Hill — Lounge
THURSDAY April 10
7:00 PM Choir Practice in Choir Room

FRIDAY April 11"
10:00 AM  Bible Study meets in Lounge
SUNDAY April 13" Palm Sunday

9:30 AM Worship Service
10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship

THURSDAY April 17
6:00 PM Maundy Thursday Communion in Bradley Hall
FRIDAY April 18"

1:00 PM Good Friday



Una Nueva Cosa

Isaias habla del regreso del exilio babilénico como un nuevo éxodo. "Las cosas anteriores"
probablemente se refieren al primer Exodo, que ahora esta siendo reemplazado por una "nueva
cosa'. Se abrira un camino en el desierto, es decir, un camino donde antes no lo habia. Retomemos
la imagen de este conmovedor texto para hablar del don de las "Nuevas cosas" que Dios nos da,
el camino donde no lo hay.

La Escritura nos dice que el pueblo de Israel ha languidecido en el desierto de Babilonia durante
mucho tiempo. Y ahora Dios esta obrando algo nuevo: la liberacion. Dios esta obrando, creando
una calzada en el desierto, un camino en el desierto. ;Vemos "algo nuevo" de Dios en la Iglesia
Congregacional Comunitaria? Aqui estamos, en plena Cuaresma, y hemos estado analizando
nuestra situacion.

Hace un par de semanas, nos retamos mutuamente y a nuestra iglesia a ver qué estamos haciendo
bien y qué podriamos ser diferentes o mejores. Les pedi que visitaran una iglesia con muchos
nifios pequenos y que informaran a nuestro Consejo sobre lo que esa iglesia estaba haciendo para
atraerlos.

Hoy, vamos un paso mas alla, o mejor dicho, "un salto", porque damos la bienvenida a lo que
Dios dijo en nuestra leccion de las Escrituras: "No os acordéis de las cosas pasadas, ni traigais a
la memoria las cosas antiguas; mirad, yo hago algo nuevo; ya esta brotando, ;no lo percibis?
Abriré un camino en el desierto y rios en la soledad".

Hace 27 afos, la gente observaba este nuevo siglo y hacia predicciones al respecto. El reverendo
Bill Easum propuso 10 cosas nuevas que previd para el siglo XXI. Vean si estdn de acuerdo con
algunas de ellas: 1) Norteamérica es un nuevo campo misionero; 2) La sociedad se volvera cada
vez mas hostil hacia el cristianismo en el siglo XXI; 3) La distincioén entre clérigos y laicos
desaparecera. 4) Si las iglesias solo mejoran lo que han estado haciendo, desapareceran. 5) La
mejor manera de fracasar es mejorar los éxitos del pasado. 6) Las iglesias tradicionales que
prosperan en el siglo XXI iniciaran cambios radicales; 7) Dios existe y crea todo; 8) Jesucristo es
el centro de toda vida humana; 9) La Biblia es nuestra fuente principal de fe y practica; y 10) El
proposito del Cuerpo de Cristo es llevar al mundo a la fe en Jesucristo.

Estoy seguro de que estamos de acuerdo con los ultimos cuatro fundamentos de nuestra fe. Son
los primeros seis los que nos desafian. En nuestra ultima Confraternidad de Mujeres, Ruth Jones,
quien pronto serd la Reverenda Ruth Jones, dio una presentacion titulada "Second Life" sobre
una nueva forma de hacer la iglesia en linea. Ella seguia algunos de los paradigmas de Bill Easum
sobre el cambio. Esto no significa que cierres las puertas, te vayas a casa y te pongas a usar la
computadora para ir a la iglesia. Pero si significa que ese modelo atraerd a algunos, quizas a los
jovenes, a los feligreses mas orientados a la tecnologia. Ya tenemos presencia en linea. Tengo que
agradecer a nuestra anterior pastora, la Reverenda Liz, quien nos ayudé durante la época de la



COVID-19, cuando no podiamos reunirnos en este edificio, asi que comenzamos a celebrar
nuestro servicio de adoracion en linea.

(Quée aspecto tendra la "nueva cosa" que esta por nacer entre nosotros? Confieso que no lo sé.
Me reconfortan las cosas que ya conocemos: cantar, encender las velas, leer las Escrituras, el
Llamado a la Adoracion y el Llamado a la Ofrenda, y nuestro tiempo de oracion. No quiero perder
esos elementos reconfortantes e inspiradores de nuestra adoracion.

Y luego esta la forma en que dirigimos nuestra iglesia: nuestras Juntas y Comités, oficiales y
lideres. Si Dios va a hacer algo nuevo, ;implicara cambiar nuestra forma de celebrar la adoracion
o nuestra forma de relacionarnos para servir a Dios de forma organizada?

A veces, algo nuevo da miedo. Es desconocido, poco familiar y puede inquietarnos. ;Como
mantener nuestros corazones y mentes abiertos a la "nueva cosa" de Dios? jUn momento! Todos
hemos experimentado muchas cosas nuevas en nuestras vidas. Sobrevivimos, ;verdad? Incluso
prosperamos.

Algunos ejemplos: aprender a andar en bicicleta; aprender a escribir a maquina; aprender a bailar
(jtodavia no domino esa parte!); aprender a conducir; afrontar qué hacer después de graduarnos
de la preparatoria; afrontar qué hacer al casarnos por primera vez; afrontar qué hacer cuando nace
nuestro primer bebe¢; afrontar un nuevo trabajo, un nuevo hogar. Cada uno de esos eventos alterd
la rutina que teniamos antes. Y cada cambio nos hizo crecer y prosperar, volvernos mas
competentes que antes.

Languidecemos en nuestra situacion actual. Sabemos que necesitamos algo nuevo. ;De donde
viene? Un mundo nuevo, un nuevo td, un nuevo yo, es un regalo de Dios que se entromete, actia,
se mueve, crea vida de la muerte, perdon de la culpa, un mundo nuevo del viejo.

Nuestro proposito en la vida es amar y servir al Sefior. Al abrirnos nosotros mismos y a nuestra
iglesia a la novedad de Dios, nos sorprenderemos gratamente. ;Por qué? Porque las cosas nuevas
que Dios tiene planeadas para nosotros pueden ser un poco aterradoras, pero Dios siempre nos
provee una salida. No estamos solos. Dios nos da la fuerza para hacer su voluntad.

(Que es lo nuevo que Dios tiene para la Iglesia Congregacional Comunitaria? No lo sé. Pero estoy
atento para verlo y oirlo. ;Recuerdas tu graduacion de la preparatoria o la primera vez que
manejaste solo? No tuviste la sensatez de tener miedo, jsimplemente lo hiciste! Que Dios nos dé
la confianza para hacer la voluntad de Dios, para participar en su nueva obra. Amén.



