COMMUNITY CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH
OF CHULA VISTA
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST

WORSHIP SERVICE
9:30 A.M.
September 1, 2024

Communion Sunday

No matter who you are or where you are on life's journey,
you are welcome here!

276 F St. Chula Vista, Ca 91910



Welcome! Mabuhay! Bienvenidos!
We welcome you in the name of the still speaking God!

We invite all guests to please PRINT their name and contact info
on the “Information Card” in the pew rack and place the card
in the offering plate. Anyone with a prayer request,
please put it on the “Information Card”
and place it in the offering plate.

If you need assistance, please ask our Greeters.

Church Staff and Contact List
(619) 422-9263
www.chulavistachurch.com
Email: churchsecretary@chulavistachurch.com
Rev. Victoria Freiheit- Senior Minister
Lionel Jasmin- Minister of Music
Kim Appleget- Pre-school Director
Erika Dennis- Prayer Chain Coordinator
Sylvia Campbell- Event Coordinator
Corinne McCall- Financial Secretary
Pelito Capistrano- Custodian
Louise Lopez- Office Secretary
Audio Visual Team- Kevin Hewitt, Ko Tangen, Jerry May
Rod Nickels- Associate Custodian
Nathan Purificacion- Moderator
Chris Dunn- Coffee Hour
Reuben Barrera- Head Usher

Greeters: Betty Joan Reynolds & Nancy Holiman



http://www.chulavistachurch.com/

Community Congregational Church of Chula Vista
United Church of Christ
September 1, 2024
Thought Before Worship: “I have held many things in my hands and I have lost
them all; but whatever I have placed in God's hands that I still possess.”
Martin Luther

Lighting of the Candles
Prelude: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia
Gathering Music: 1. We are marching in the light of God

2. Bless the Lord O my soul
3. It's A Great Day

Welcome and Announcements: Rev. Victoria Freiheit

Opening Prayer: Rev. Victoria

*Hymn: The Love of God is Greater Far Red p.18 all verses

Liturgist: Sandra Nunnally

Call to Worship: Sandra Nunnally

One: Sing for joy, O heavens, and exult, O earth;

All: Break forth, O mountains, into singing!

One: For the Lord has comforted his people and will have compassion on his
suffering ones.

All: Sing praises to the Lord, for he has done gloriously; let this be known in

all the earth. Let us sing to God!
Hymn: Love That Will Not Let Me Go Red p. 404 all verses

Prayer of Confession: Unison Sandra Nunnally
We praise You; we adore You; we glorify You for all Your wondrous love, of which
we are unworthy. Forgive our sins and imbue us with a kind heart and gracious spirit.
Amen.

* Please stand if you are able.



Assurance of Pardon (Responsively) Sandra Nunnally

One: One fact remains that does not change; God has loved you, loves
you now, and will love you always.

All: This is the good news that brings us new life!

Choir anthem: Think of Me

by Robert W. Thygerson
Children’s Time: Rev. Victoria

Scripture: John 3:16
Included in Sermon

Sermon: John 3:16 Rev. Victoria

Prayers of the People, Pastoral Prayer and Lord's Prayer Rev. Victoria

COMMUNION Rev. Victoria
God be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.

We lift them to God.

Let us give thanks to God most High.

It is right to give God thanks and praise.

Holy God, our loving creator, close to us as breathing and distant as the farthest star, we
thank you for your constant love for all you have made.

We thank you for all that sustains life, for all people of faith in every generation who
have given themselves to your will, and especially for Jesus Christ, whom you have
sent from your own being as our Savior.

We praise you for Christ’s birth, life, death, and resurrection, and for the calling forth of
your church for its mission in the world. Gifted by the presence of your Holy Spirit, we
offer ourselves to you as we unite our voices with the entire family of your faithful people
everywhere:

Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O
God Most High. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in
the highest!



WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Merciful God, as sisters and brothers in faith, we recall anew these words and acts of Jesus
Christ. Now, as they were eating, Jesus took bread, gave you thanks, broke the bread, and
gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body which is broken for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” In the same way, Jesus also took the cup, after supper saying: “This
cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you do it, in remembrance of
me.”

Christ has died. Christ has risen. Christ will come again.

Come Holy Spirit, come. Bless this bread, and this fruit of the vine. Bless all of us in our
eating and drinking at this table that our eyes may be opened, and we may recognize the
risen Christ in our midst, in each other, and in all for whom Christ died. The gifts of God
for the people of God. Come, for all things are ready.

SHARING THE BREAD AND CUP

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

We give thanks Almighty God that you have refreshed us at your table by granting
us the presence of Jesus Christ. Strengthen our faith, increase our love for one
another, and send us forth into the world in courage and peace, rejoicing in the
power of the Holy Spirit; through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.

Call to Offering: Unison Sandra Nunnally
Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust consume and
where thieves break in and steal but lay up treasures for yourself in heaven. Amen.

Offertory: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia
*Doxology: Praise God from whom all blessings flow,

Praise God, all creatures here below;

Praise God for all that love has done;

Creator, Christ, and Spirit One.
Prayer of Dedication: Unison Sandra Nunnally
God gives to us generously and blesses us abundantly. We have given back today--
joyfully, from our hearts. Amen.
*Closing Hymn: You Have Come Down the Lakeshore NCH p. 173 in English

*Benediction: Rev. Victoria



Form a circle  Let there be Peace on Earth

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

Let there be peace on Earth, the peace that was meant to be.
With God as our Maker, All one Family.

Let us walk with each other in perfect harmony.

Let peace begin with me, let this be the moment now.
With every step I take, let this be my solemn vow.
To take each moment, and live each moment

In peace eternally,

Let there be peace on Earth, and let it begin with me.

Postlude: Lionel Jasmin and Alejandro Tapia

Announcements

WE WELCOME YOU to the Community Congregational Church, United Church of Christ.
To our visitors we extend a special greeting. We are delighted that you have joined us today.
Please sign the information card and let us know if you need prayers.

Friendly reminder: We will be having our Homecoming Sunday, Ice Cream Social and
Everybody’s Birthday Celebration on September 29! More September announcements
later.

SCHEDULE FOR TODAY September 1% — Communion Sunday
9:30 AM  Worship Service
10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship
TUESDAY September 374
5:00 PM  American Youth - Bradley Hall
7:00 PM  AA Top of the Hill — Lounge

THURSDAY September 5"
7:00 PM Choir Practice in Choir Room
FRIDAY September 6"
10:00 AM  Bible Study meets in Lounge
SUNDAY September 8™ — Confirmation Sunday

9:30 AM  Worship Service
10:30 AM  Coffee Fellowship/ FINE ARTS BOARD- Sharing your Passions and Talents

License Information: CCLI copyright 333721; CCLI Streaming Plus 21163271; ONE LICENSE A-740614



Juan 3:16

Porgue tanto amé Dios al mundo que dio a su Hijo unico,
para que todo el que crea en él no perezca,
sino que tenga vida eterna.

¢Crees en el amor a primera vista? Yo si, y asi es como funciona: el dia que naciste, Dios te mird y te amaé.
iTe amé a primera vista! No solo a ti, sino, como dice Juan 3:16: al mundo. Eso es amor... Mucho amor,
mucho amor a primera vista de parte de Dios. Sin embargo, lleva un tiempo antes de que se vuelva mutuo.

¢ Recuerdas la primera vez que supiste que amabas a Dios? Como humanos, creo que primero tenemos
que amarnos unos a otros, haber recibido amor de nuestros padres cuando somos pequefos, de nuestros
amigos cuando crecemos y de nuestro conyuge e hijos cuando nos hacemos mayores.

Luego, una vez que sabemos lo que se siente ser amado y amar de vuelta, alguien tiene que hablarnos
sobre el amor de Dios. Alguien tiene que hablarnos sobre Dios, el Creador, para que podamos apreciar la
tierra sobre la que caminamos, los paéjaros, los arboles, el océano, el cielo, nuestras propias vidas.
Entonces decimos: “iGuaul! Gracias, Dios. Te amo”.

Aprendemos del Salmo 90 versiculo 2: “Antes que nacieran los montes, y formaras la tierra y el mundo,
desde el siglo y hasta el siglo, tu eres Dios”. Solo un Dios que es eterno es capaz de dar vida eterna a otro.
Sin embargo, Dios es Santo, lo que nos recuerda que la vida eterna nos puede ser dada solo después de
que nuestros pecados hayan sido perdonados.

No nos gusta esa palabra “pecado”, ;verdad? Demasiado anticuada, demasiado pentecostal, demasiado
dificil de aceptar. Isaias 59:2 nos recuerda: “Vuestros pecados os han separado de Dios”. Pero Dios abri6
la puerta que nos separa: esa puerta es JesuUs el Cristo. Romanos 5:8: “Dios muestra su amor para con
nosotros, en que siendo aun pecadores, Cristo murié por nosotros”. Y hablando de Cristo, 1 Pedro 2:24
dice: “Quien llevo él mismo nuestros pecados en su cuerpo sobre el madero...”. Perdon por meterme en la
version King James de vez en cuando.

Alguien nos hablé del Hijo unigénito de Dios, Jesus el Cristo. El es el que vino y vivié entre nosotros (bueno,
no ahora, no contigo ni conmigo, sino con otras personas hace 2000 afios). El es el que nacié de una virgen,
que san6 a muchas personas diferentes, que nos ensend a dar a los pobres, a poner a los demas primero,
a buscar laverdad en la palabra de Dios. Incluso cité la Palabra de Dios como la conocia, lo que llamamos
el Antiguo Testamento.

Alguien tenia que decirnos cémo Jesus vino a viviry morir por nuestros pecados, y a resucitar. Alguien tenia
que decirnos que todo lo que tenemos que hacer

para heredar la vida eterna es aceptar que Jesus es nuestro Salvador. ;Recuerdas la primera vez que
escuchaste eso?

Cuando erajoven, no sabia lo que significaba la vida eterna. Simplemente vivia cada diay no podia esperar
a crecer y estar a cargo de mi vida. Pero ahora que soy viejo y mis padres han muerto, mis hermanos y
hermanas han muerto y mis mejores amigos han muerto, y mi Willie ha muerto, jpuedes apostar que si
pienso en la vida eternal! Si, JesUs, gracias por ser mi Salvador, jte amo!

Tal vez seas tu quien deba decirle estas verdades a otra persona, tal vez a alguien a quien amas, alguien
con quien te gustaria pasar la vida eterna. Juan 3:16 me impulsa a preguntar: ;Eres tu uno de los que aun
no ha aceptado esta verdad sobre el amor de Jesus, tu Salvador? No hay mejor momento que el presente
para decir: “Jesus mio, te amo y te pido que perdones mis pecados”. No hay mejor momento que el
presente para aceptar ese regalo de la vida eterna. “No pereceras, sino que tendras vida eterna”.



Los que creen se llaman cristianos. Sabemos el significado de la vida. En Juan 10:10 Jesus dijo: “Yo he
venido para que tengan vida, y para que la tengan en abundancia”. Esta vida de creyente cristiano nunca
se puede quitar. En Juan 10:28 y 29 Jesus dice: “Yo les doy vida eterna; y no pereceran jamas, ni nadie las
arrebatara de la mano de mi Padre”.

Ahora hay una parte mas del amor de Dios que analizar. Es lo que sucedid después de que Jesus murio,
volvié a la vida, fue visto por muchas personas y ascendid al cielo, prometiendo que enviaria un
consolador, un consejero, para que estuviera con nosotros: el Espiritu Santo. No entraremos en detalles
sobre el Domingo de Pentecostés, que se realizara pronto. Ese es el momento en que estudiaremos la
entrada a este mundo de Aquel que Jesus habia prometido estar con nosotros.

El Espiritu Santo es la parte de Dios que nos impulsa, nos detiene a veces, nos da palabras para deciry
nos consuela. Para decirte la verdad, nunca he dicho: “Te amo Espiritu Santo”. Dios, perddname por ser
una pensadora tan concreta. Dios, abre mi corazdn para abrazar a Aquel que esta conmigo todo el tiempo.
CANTA Espiritu del Dios vivo, cae de nuevo sobre mi, Espiritu del Dios vivo, cae de nuevo sobre mi.
Derriteme, moldéame, lléname, Usame. Espiritu del Dios vivo, cae de nuevo sobre mi. Te amo Espiritu
Santo. Amén.



